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WHAT TS CLAIMED TS: 

1 . An image processing system for processing an input image 
containing an object image of a predetermined pattern which 
may\have been magnified, 

said image processing system comprising: 
le or more characteristic quantity computing means for 
computings a characteristic quantity representative .of .a 
characteristic of an object image possibly contained in an 
input image;\and 

a pluraJ^Lty of magnification estimating .means for 
computing a "magmif ication on the basis--.- of : .one or more 
characteristic quantities computed by and output from said one 
or more characteristic quantity computing means. \ 



2 . The image processing system according to claim 1 > wherein 
said plurality of Vnagnif ication estimating means 
computes said magnification \n consideration of an error or 
errors of one or more characteristic quantities computed by 
said one or more characteristic \ruantity computing means. 




3 . The image\>rocessing system according to claim 1, further 
comprising : 

judging ifea%\ fdTr judging whether or not said object 
image is present^ m\^aid input image, from said plurality of 
magnification leVfl.s\ estimated by said plurality of 
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magnif icatio^^stim^ting means. 




The image processing system according to claim 3, wherein 
said judging means synthetically judges whether or not 
said \object image is present in said input image in 
consideration with an error or errors of magnification levels 
estimated by said plurality of magnification estimating means . 



y 2 



5 . The rmage processing system according to claim 3, wherein 
said judging means judges whether or not said object 
image is prestent in said input image, from one or more 
characteristic ^quantities computed by said one or more 
characteristic quantity computing means and a plurality of 
magnification levWs estimated by said plurality of 
magnification estimating means. 



6 . The image processingvsystem according to claim 3, wherein 
said judging means j\dges whether or not said object 
image is present in said input image, from one or more 
characteristic quantities confuted by said one or more 
characteristic quantity computingWeans and an error or errors 
of a plurality of magnification levels estimated by said 
plurality of magnification estimating means. 



The image processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
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f urthef comprising : 

^ecific color extracting means for extracting a 
specific color from said input image, said specific color 
extracting means being located at the pre-stage of said 
characteristic quantity computing means. 

8.. The imige . processing. apparatus according to : claim :1, 
further comprising: 

resolution converting means for converting a resolution 
of said input- imaW into another resolution, said ■ resolution 
converting means ibeing . Located . .at the pre-stage of said 
characteristic quanimty computing means. 



9. The image processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising : 

window processing \means for sequentially cutting 
predetermined image areas out of said input image, said window 
processing means being located at the pre-stage of said 
characteristic quantity computing means. 



10. A method of processing an^input image containing an 
object image of a predetermined pa\tern which may have been 
magnified, 

said image processing system co&prising the steps of: 
computing means for computing one c*r more characteristic 
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quantities representative of a characteristic of an object 
image possibly contained in an input image; and 

estimating a \iagnif ication on the basis of one or more 
characteristic quantities computed by said characteristic 
quantity computing st\ 



11. , The image . processing method according . .to . claim . ,10, 
wherein 

said magnification Estimating step . /computes ..said 
magnification in consideration of- an error or errors of one 
or more ' characteristic . quantities . . computed : .by . . said 
characteristic quantity compumng step: • * 



:12. The image • pr 
further comprising 
judging whet 



cessing method according, to claim 10,- 
\a step of : 

r not^said object image is present in 



said input image, 



from\\53(id plurality of magnification levels 



estimated by sai [ification estimating process 




13\ The image processing method according to claim 12, 
herein 

sa^d judging step synthetically judges whether or not 
said objecr^v image is present in said input image, in 
consideration ^&f an error or errors of a plurality of 
magnification levels estimated by said magnification 
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estimating step 



14. the image processing method according to claim 12, 
whereii 

s^id judging step judges whether or not said object image 
is present in said input image, from one or more characteristic 
quantities\:omputed by said characteristic quantity computing 
step and a plurality of magnification levels estimated by said 
magnification^ estimating step . 

15. The image ^processing method according to claim 12, 
wherein 

said judging &tep synthetically judges whether or not 
said object image i\ present in said input image, in 
consideration of one \$r more characteristic quantities 
computed by said characteristic quantity computing step and 
a plurality of magnification levels estimated by said 
magnification estimating ste* 



16. The image processing method according to claim 10, 
further comprising : 

a step for extracting a specific color from said input 
image, said specific color extracting step being performed 
before said characteristic quantit\ computing step is 
performed . 
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17. The images processing method according to any of claims 
10 to 15, further comprising: 

a resolution converting step for converting a resolution 
of said input image into another resolution, said resolution 
converting step being performed before said characteristic 
quantity computing^ step is performed. 
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18. The image processing method according to claim 10, 
further comprising : 

a window processing step for sequentially cutting 
predetermined image area\s out of said input image, said window 
processing step being peVformed before said characteristic 
quantity computing is performed. 



19. An image forming apparatus comprising: 

interface means for receiving an image which may have 
been magnified, from an external device; 

image forming means for forming an image on the basis 
of the image data received by sa\d interface means, 

recognizing means for j udgingk whether or not an object 
image is present in said input imag\; and 

control means for controlling amoverall of said image 
forming apparatus, when said recogniziW means judges that 
said object image is contained in said image data received by 
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said interface means, said control means making said image data 
invalid; v|herein 

saidttrecognizing means includes said image processing 
apparatus defined in claim 1. 



20. The imc^ge forming apparatus according to claim 19, 
wherein 

said control means performs said image invalidating 
process such thatvsaid control means causes said image forming 
means to form an image on the basis of predetermined image data 
and the image data ^received by said interface means. 



21. The image forming apparatus according to claim 19, 
wherein 

said control mean& performs said image . invalidating 
process such that said control means inhibits the formation 
of said received image da1 
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